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Only in Jesus 
By the late Ida A. Guirey 


E NEVER know joy till we find 
it in Jesus, 
We cannot have peace till we rest in 
His will, 
Nor can we have freedom from self and 
its bondage 
Until we are wholly yielded and still. 


And then He will take us and mold us 
and fill us 
With life that is blessed, abundant, 
and true, 
And we will adore Him and find Him 
so precious 
That all but His beauty will fade from 
our view. 





3 
Putting Man on a Pedestal 


Next year will witness—if human 
Plans succeed—a startling display of 
man’s___ self-exaltation. It may be 
glimpsed already in the forecasts of the 
Universal .and International Exhibition 
to be held in Brussels, Belgium, from 
April to October, 1958. In ambition, if 
not in the same dimension, it rivals the 
Tower of Babel, for that was man’s 


‘first great effort to gain fame and union 


without God. To anyone who knows 
his Bible the claims made in a brochure 
about the Exhibition are shocking. “The 
time has come,” it says, “for Man to 
build a world worthy of him. As a 


pioneer of peace, is he sufficiently aware - 


of the immense resources at his dis- 
posal or of his own power? The aim 
of the 1958 Brussels World Meeting will 
be to enable men to testify together 
their faith in Humanity.” God once 
gave him a perfect world; but by his 
sin man forfeited the indescribable 
beauties of Eden, and brought a curse 
upon the ground and untold misery on 
the human race. Since when has he 
been “a pioneer of peace”? Most men 
will not have the Prince of Peace to 


reign over them, and wars and fightings 


come of their own lusts (Jas. 4:1). He 
has “immense resources at his disposal,” 
but, without God, these are dangerous. 
It is utterly foolish to put “faith in 
Humanity,” for “the heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9.) 
The awful picture of unredeemed hu- 
manity in Romans 3:10-18 ought to 
make any sensible persen very slow to 
put faith in it. No doubt the Exhibition 
itself will be a thoroughly interesting, 
even astounding display of man’s 
achievements in science and art; but 
the brochure at hand is unrelieved by 
any mention of God, It talks of “greater 
knowledge,” “greater power,” “greater 
beauty,” “greater hope and love”; but 
there is not the slightest hint that God 
holds the key to all of these. It cannot 
escape the influence of the Bible, but 
gives no credit to it, when it says, “Man 


cannot live by bread alone .. . his 
hunger for things of the mind remains 
unappeased.” But his hunger and thirst 
of scul are never satisfied until he 
comes in faith to the One who said, 
“I am the bread of life: he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst” 
(John 6:35). “A bright star will shine 
in the sky over Brussels,” says the 
prospectus; “hope for a deep-felt unity 
will bring men together.” But this is 
not the Star that was to come out of 
Jacob, nor the guiding star that “came 
and stood over where the young child 
was,” nor “the bright and morning 
star,” for which believers throughout 
the world are looking so eagerly. As one 
reads of the colossal plans and grandi- 
ose claims of the managers of the Ex- 
hibition, he cannot help thinking of 
that terrible prophecy, “For when they 
shall say, Peace and safety; then sud- 
den destruction cometh upon them .. .” 
(1 Thess. 5:3). Not that the planners 
of this Exhibition are any more guilty 
than others, for they are simply crys- 
tallizing the ambitions and hopes of 
men everywhere. However, the Word 
of God will have a small place even 
there. The Belgian Gospel Mission has 
obtained permission to build an exhibit 
where Scriptures will be given out, and 
over which, in moving, electrically 
lighted letters, there will be constantly 
changing texts from the Bible. 
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Safeguarding Our Communion With God 


By Sumner Osborne 


has always been communion with 

God. Yet perhaps there has never 
been a time when the Christian’s path- 
way was more beset with hindrances 
to communion than today. “The rush 
and pressure of modern life sweep us 
along until that delicate and precious 


T= secret strength of the Christian 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Having . . . obtained help of 


God, I continue . . . witnessing” 
(Acts 26:22). 




















touch with our Lord is gone or at best 
is only very faint. Our lives are like 
a rapidly revolving wheel which the 
Lord must needs put His hand on at 
times to arrest our busy activity in 
order that there may be rest and quiet 
to feed on His Word, gaze upon His face, 
and enter into the sweetness and joy of 


, communion with Him, so that we shall 


be kept close to Him as we go forth 
again to face the hustle and commotion 
of modern living. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNION 


Perhaps we can best see the importance 
of communion by looking at our Lord as 
the incarnate one here below. In Mark 
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1:35 we réad of Him, “And in the morn- 
ing’ rising up a great while before day, 
he went out, and departed into a soli- 
tary place, and there prayed.” How 
priceless to Him was communion with 
His Father! He, the eternal Son who 
had from all eternity dwelt in the 
bosom of the Father’s affections and 
enjoyed that unbroken fellowship of the 
Godhead, is seen here as man on earth, 
God’s perfect Servant, ever dependent 
on Him and ever delighting in His com- 
munion. Life was full of pressure for 
Him as we know. The multitudes 
thronged Him and sought Him out 
wherever He went. Even His own fam- 
ily could not get near Him at times. 
But here we see Him seeking out a 
solitary place to be alone with His 
Father and to spend time with Him in 
prayer, apart and away from-the peo- 
ple and pressures and distractions that 
pressed so continually upon Him in the 
heat of the day. I know there is a 
mystery in it, for He was God as well 
as man. But apart from this, is there 
not an important lesson for us? If He 
felt the need for getting apart and alone 
with the Father for times of communion 
and prayer, what about us? Surely we 
need such times, beloved. Their im- 
portance is emphasized to our hearts by 
what we see in the life of our Lord. 
They are simply indispensable to us. 
We cannot do without them, 


WATCHING FOR OPPORTUNITIES 

The Christian ought if possible to 
have such a time at the very beginning 
of the day, but there may be other 
opportunities, too. We should be alert to 
take advantage of them. It may be only 
ten minutes or it may be more, but what 
a difference ten minutes can make if 
spent in the presence of the Lord! And 
let me say right here that the times we 
live in are not conducive to communion 
with Him, or to the setting apart of 
special periods, however brief, for seek- 
ing His face. The days are evil. Does 
not Ephesians 5:16 have its bearing on 
this matter? . “Redeeming the time, be- 
cause the days are evil.” To redeem 
the time means literally to buy up the 
opportunities; it may be for witnessing 
or other kinds of spiritual activity 
which make up the Christian life, but 
certainly it can also, and does, I be- 
lieve, refer to the matter before us. 

Of one thing we may be sure: the 
days in which we live, this present 
evil age, the world with its people, its 
events, its currents of thought, .its pres- 
sures and distractions—all these do not 
lend themselves to communion with 
God. Satan, the god of this world, sees 
to that. What do we do when we have 
a few. minutes alone, perhaps in our 
own home or in our own room? It’s 
so easy to pick up a magazine or do a 
thousand and one other things. And 
so many things need to be ‘done. Do 
our thoughts turn to prayer? Are we 
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alert for the opportunities which come 
our way? How quickly the time slips 
through our fingers never to return! 
This is not to say that no spare mo- 
ments should be spent in any other way, 
but surely we will all agree that they 
could not be spent in a better way. 
Nor do they come too frequently. Let 
us be looking for them, not regretfully 
recall them after they have passed, 


An INCIDENT IN Paut’s LIFE 


There is an incident in the life of the 
Apostle Paul that may serve to illus- 
trate this matter of seizing favorable op- 
portunities when they present them- 
selves. It is found in Acts 20:13, where 
we read of Paul’s return to Palestine 
at the end of one of his missionary 
journeys. He was traveling by ship 
down the A®gean coast of Asia Minor 
and at one stage, from Troas to Assos, 
the ship had to skirt a prominence of 
land. Here Paul decided to leave his 
companions aboard ship and walk across 
this stretch of land. Luke tells us, 
“And we went before to. ship, and 
sailed unto Assos, there intending to 
take in Paul: for so had he appointed, 
minding himself to go afoot.” It can- 
not be proved, of course, from the rec- 
ord as given that Paul’s motive was 
to be alone for fellowship with the 
Lord, but the text as we read it is at 
least very suggestive and many who 
have commented on Acts have dwelt on 
the possibility. 

One need only read 2 Corinthians 

(Continued on page 902) 
' 








Notes on Open Letters 


In What Sense Was 
Christ Tempted? 


“God cannot be tempted by evil.” 
Jesus was and is God ... and yet 
Jesus was tempted in all points as we 
are, and yet we are (the best of us) 
tempted by evil. Jesus says to look upon 
a woman with lust is sin of heart. At 
what point does temptation become 
sin of heart? Sinless perfectionists 
teach that only willful transgression 
is sin, and that to be tempted is not 
sin if resisted and not resulting in 
acts, What is sin of heart in the 
born-again Christian? 
Fundamental, separated, but sinful? 
When does temptation in believers be- 
come sin?—Evangelical group of be- 
lievers, New York, 
’ James'says, “Let no man. say when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God: 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: but every 
man is tempted, when he is drawn away 
of his own lust, and enticed” (Jas. 1: 
13, 14). Christ “was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4:15). 

There are three different thoughts 
here, relating to God, to Christ on earth, 
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and to the believer. Additional light 
is given on the text in James by Wey- 
mouth, who translates, “For God is in. 
capable of being tempted to do evil,” 
Christ was God manifest in the flesh; 
but as Man, God allowed Him to be 
tested by the Devil. The phrase, “with- 
out sin” can be translated “apart from 
sin.” Christ said to His disciples, “For 
the prince of this world cometh, and 
hath nothing in me” (John 14:30), That 
is, there was nothing in Him that would 
respond to the temptations of Satan. 
Some may object that if Christ could 
be tempted then He could have sinned, 
But this is unthinkable, since He was 
God. He could be tested, to show Satan 
and his hosts and the world that He was 
absolutely pure, without sin, Pure gold 
can be tested to prove that it is un- 
alloyed, but without the possibility of 
failure. We have the testimony of 
Christ’s friends and enemies that He 
was sinless; and the Apostle Peter said 
of Him, “Who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth” (1 Pet, 2:22). 
There is something in every man, 
woman, and child that has a natural 


‘response to some form of temptation, 


though people’s weak points vary. The 
believer is still subject to very real 
temptation and may fall into sin, but 
can resist it in the strength given by 
the indwelling Holy Spirit and by the 
Word of God. Years ago the writer had 
a snare drum which he kept in the liv- 
ing room about twenty feet from the 
piano. When not in use the head and 
snare were loosened. When a certain 
note was struck on the piano that snare 
would vibrate. Satan knows what notes 
to strike to make us vibrate, but the 
vibration can be stilled by the grace of 
God. There was no such response in 
Christ. 

The distinction made by sinless per- 
fectionists is fallacious, for sin is sin, 
whether done willfully or in ignorance, 
whether in thought or deed. It is some- 
times hard to draw the line between 
mere temptation and sinful thoughts; 
but the safest plan is to reject evil 
thoughts at once, so that they may not 
taKe root and grow into action. Luther 
is reported to have said that he could 
not keep the swallows ‘from flying 
around his head, but he could keep 
them from nesting in his hair. So it is 
with evil thoughts: flashes of them 
strike everyone, but no one is obliged 
to harbor them. Sin of heart is well 
defined by the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Sermon on the Mount- 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press,. mailing, akd composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the papef. 
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Twenty Years Spent i in the Display of Scripture Texts 


How Bible truths have been put before men in 
forty countries and many languages 


HEN Chicago was a hundred 

V V years old, a frail, but deter- 

mined infant was born. Sur- 
yiving the weak years of infancy and 
struggling through the painful teen 
years, that infant has now matured into 
a robust twenty-year-old, 

Best Seller Publicity, the organization 
that puts up Scripture verses in buses, 
streetcars, and highways, was that frail 
infant. During the intervening years 
with its groans and trials, God has 
abundantly set His approval upon this 
unique ministry for Him. 

From the first two hundred and fifty 
posters placed in Chicago streetcars 
twenty years ago, Best Seller verses 
have spoken to the hearts of needy men 
in eight hundred cities and towns of 
America and nearly forty countries 
around the world, in twenty-seven dif- 
ferent dialects and languages. 


Letters From Afar 


Unsolicited letters keep coming from 
the far corners of the earth telling of 
spiritual blessings received from these 
silent preachers. Some have been en- 
couraged in deep sorrow and trouble. 
A mother with family problems, too 
heavy for her to bear, sat crying openly 
in a streetcar one day. An alert pas- 
senger pointed to a Best Seller poster 
overhead. “Let not your heart be trou- 
bled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in Me,” it read. She accepted its com- 
forting and challenging message and be- 
came a happy servant of the Lord, 

A young man reared under the in- 
fluence of a false cult kept sneering at 
the things of ‘God. Living a riotous 
and sinful life, he became convicted 
by reading the poster that faced him 
day by day en route to work. It 
plagued him until he had to do some- 
thing about it. Today he is an ardent 
Christian leader of young people. 

An ex-marine became in- 
trigued with a picturesque 
Best Seller billboard which he 
passed daily. “I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life,” he 
read. He had tried every way 
life had to offer and yet was 
dissatisfied. Perhaps this was 
it! Seeking spiritual help, he 
now possesses this new and 
Teal life. Having talent as a 
public speaker, he is now pre- 
paring to use this talent in be- 
half of the Best Seller work. 
An unhappy businessman in 
Canada became even more 
tiserable when he read on the 
bus. “Be not deceived; God is 


This is the story of an organization 
called Best Seller Publicity. It was 
founded by Miss Jo Peterson, an 
alumna of Wheaton College, who 
worked against many odds and now 
has greatly expanded its ministry. 
Its headquarters are at 189 West 
Madison Street, Chicago. 








not mocked: for whatsoever a man sow- 
eth, that shall\he also reap.” Having 
lived only for self and accumulation of 
money, his recent financial losses had 
given him a severe case of insomnia. 
Now he faced this little poster. For 
the first time in his life he began to 
realize that he was reaping what his 
greedy life had been sowing. He sought 
the help of a Christian friend and found 
rest and peace. 

Similar results have occurred in other 
lands where missionaries and chaplains 
have eagerly displayed the posters. As 
one missionary put it, “They help to 
multiply our message,” 

Fred Jarvis, Best Seller representa- 
tive in the Orient, recently wrote: “We 
have just distributed twenty thousand 
more posters in Korea and nine thou- 
sand in Japan. On our recent trip to 
Korea we rode niost of the way in our 
truck and drove more than four hun- 
dred miles, distributing them along the 
way. They were received with genu- 
ine enthusiasm. 

“It certainly has been thrilling per- 
sonally to distribute them by the thou- 
sands. They present a very econom- 
ical way of evangelization.’ I have seen 
the Koreans especially putting them up 
by the scores in a single city, literally 
plastering the town with them. One 
missionary requested a thousand. In 
one trip he distributed many of these, 
often in gambling places, and returned 


THANKSGIVING 


By Harrison Palmer 


E LIFT rejoicing hearts to Thee, O God, 
For gracious gifts that spring from soil and sod. 
Our every need Thy love has well supplied, 
_ And nothing good has ever been denied. 


When toil has crushed and sorrows have distressed 
WWe’ve come to Thee, and Thou hast given rest. 
Thy mighty hand has led us night and day 

And saved us from the snares along the way. 


But most of all, we thank Thee, Father dear, 
For Him whose Spirit ever hovers near— 

For Christ, the Bread of Life from Heaven above, 
Who feeds our souls with everlasting love! 


By HAZEL THOMSON 


as much as three weeks later to find 
them still up. 

“Surely God’s blessing is upon this min- 
istry, and we trust many hearts in the 
homeland will be touched to help in 
this evangelistic effort. We must get 
them to areas still untouched.” 

Before coming home on furlough this 
zealous missionary wants to see Best 
Seller posters booming in the Philip- 
pines. He also wants them in Formosa, 
Hong Kong, and Indonesia. 

“I hardly know how to encourage the 
pastors and miissionaries,” he concludes. 
“Can I count on the supply from the 
home base?” 

Billboards in the Orient have attracted 
many to the Word of God. One young 
Japanese saw the striking and colorful 
Best Seller biliboard over the Fuji 
Motor Plant. Its message penetrated 
deeply into his soul. He knew a Chris- 
tian who taught a Bible class in the 
plant and sought him for spiritual ad- 
vice. 


What Best Seller Sells 


Not only have posters and billboards 
been effective in spreading the Gospel 
message, but in Chieago Best Seller 
verses have invaded one of the tele- 
vision and radio channels. At the open- 
ing and closing of the day’s programs 
a Best Seller verse is announced and 
displayed. Many hearts have been 
touched throtigh this medium of pub- 
licizing the Word of God. 

These are only a few of the tangible 
results of ‘Best Seller products. Not 
until “all the record is in” will the full 
results be known. 

Best Seller, however, “sells nothing 
but faith and trust in God” to troubled 
and sinful hearts. 

The idea came to Jo Peterson in 1937 
while riding a Chicago “L” train on her 
way to work. Musing over the numer- 
ous enticing posters advertising 
such things as Wrigley’s chew- 
ing gum and Smith Brothers’ 
cough: drops, she wearily 
thought, “There’s nothing for 
the soul; all for the body.” 
Then suddenly a bright thought 
penetrated the gloom, “Why 
not advertise the world’s Best 
Seller?” 

It was a fantastic idea. Who- 
ever heard of such a ridiculous 
thing! She tried to dismiss it 
from her mind. But it would 
not leave. Persistently it 
plagued her. 

As she mentidned the idea 
to friends and relatives, they 





892 (4) * 


all ldughed. She.tried to interest others 
to attempt the project, but they all 
turned her down. Then she heard God 
say, “I want you to do it.” Like Moses, 
she tried to disqualify herself: Besides 
she was a busy teacher and artist. Why 
couldn’t somebody else do it? But no- 
body else did, and God kept saying, “I 
want you to do it.” There was a terrific 
struggle, but she finally answered, “Yes, 
Lord, I’ll do it.” \ 

It was impossible to do it alone. She 
needed help. After persistent efforts in 
enlisting the interest of others, she 
finally was able to call a group together 
for a dinner meeting at the Y.M.C.A. 
on a dismal December day. The late 
Mrs. Phillip D. Armour, wife of the 
famous meat packer, was a member of 
that group. 

Listening to Jo Peterson pouring out 
her heart, they agreed that it should 
be done. Best Seller Publicity was 
born that day. 

But the job lay ahead, \ 

Christian artists were needed to do- 
nate their skill; volunteers were needed 
to wrap and mail posters; givers were 
needed to hasten them on their way. 

The response was painfully slow at 
first, but persistence, being one of Jo 
Peterson’s traits, won out. Today Best 
Seller billboards and posters are sur- 
rounding the globe. 

The first eight years Miss Peterson 
gave part time to the task, working in 
her home. But gradually\she was obli- 
gated to yield her promising career to 
this full-time work for God. 

A small office at 189 W. Madison St., 
Chicago, was opened. Many sacrificed 
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of their time and talent and money to 
prosper the work. For example, Miss 
Peterson, herself an artist, traded one 
of her own oil paintings for the first 
Best Seller letterheads. There were 
those employed during the day who 
would volunteer their evening hours to 
wrap and mail posters and letters; some 
kept the accounts; others took dicta- 
tion and typed, while still others vis- 
ited churches, telling about this unique 
work for God. 

Most of the money coming in to fi- 
nance the work has come sacrificially. 
One woman brought a box of a thou- 
sand dimes she had been saving. One 
soldier sold “some extra blood” and en- 
closed the proceeds in an envelope for 
his donation. A farmer boy gave one 
day’s milk supply a week from his cow, 
Bessie. An elderly man on old-age pen- 
sion sent his meager donation because 
he wanted to see God’s Word spread 
around the world. 

Slowly and laboriously the work grew 
until the little office was bursting the 
confining seams, Surplus materials were 
squeezed into the Peterson garage and 
in every available closet and cabinet 
in the home. A workshop was a neces- 
sity. But where? How? 

One day Jo Peterson noticed an empty 
tavern not far from her home. “The 
workshop!” her keen mind flashed. 

Upon inquiry the rent was found to 
be prohibitive. She and her cowork- 
ers prayed about it as they were wont 
to do in all things that concerned the 
work. . 

Several months later, with the tavern 
still unoccupied, shé again made in- 





A Best-Seller Billboard 


* decision. 
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quiry. This time the rent was within 
reason. It was God’s perfect answer 
to their needs, The shelves, which had 
displayed rows of colorful bottles, now 
house thousands of colorful posters, 
The ‘counters upon which liquor had 
been served now became ideal places 
to wrap and mail posters. The tavern 
has become God’s workshop. From its 
portals are sent thousands of these ap- 
pealing, convicting, silent messages, 

Despite these gratifying results the 
work has always seemed too big, 

“We can néver keep up with its 
needs,” says its founder. “And the cry 
keeps coming from around the world, 
‘Send us more posters. We need more 
posters.’ ” 

CHICAGO. 

3 


A Surprise on Decision Day : 
By Ethel M. Patterson © 


VERY Sunday school should have 

decision days: Is that old-fash- 
ioned? Well, call them what you will, 
but a day carefully led up to when your 
children are brought face to face with 
the claims of Christ Jesus and their 
need’ of Him is not something to dis- 
card. 

My pastor husband cnce asked the 
teacher of a class of Intermediate girls 
in his Sunday school, “How many of 
your girls are Christians?” Said she, 
in surprise, “Why, I really don’t know.” 

We had led very carefully up to such 
a day of decision in our church. We 
had used Scripture and song and story 
to bring out the why of it. In the 
preceding week, I had prayed long and 
earnestly in my private prayers that 
this one and that might make a life 
One night in desperation I 
said, “Oh, Lord, give me them all!” 
Then, in one of the Devil-born moments 
of doubt, I thought, “How could that 
possibly be?” 

I made my plea for Christ amid a 
hush of bowed heads and reverent 
silence. One after another, quietly, and 
inspired only by their own desire, the 
Juniors rose until all who had been un- 
decided had expressed their intention 
to receive Christ. And, at the back of 
the room, a boy I had never seen be- 
fore, a twelve-year-old, rose with the 
rest—the over-and-above one given in 
answer to my bold prayer. Afterward 
his mother, a stranger in our city, said 
to me, “My boy just happened to go to 
your school! He had been wanting for 
a long time to do what he did, but never 
knew how or where to do it.” He was 
intelligent, sincere, earnest, and I doubt 
not that in the world of later years he 
was a strong soldier for Christ. 

Don’t be afraid to be bold in prayer. 
God can and will fill your cup of answer 
to overflowing. 


Mr. Ranier, Mp. 
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Lesson for December 1 


Add Zest With a Contest 


Pepper-uppers for that attendance slump 


EW things will pep up interest in 

Sunday school classwork like con- 
test competition. If the attendance is 
slumping, have a contest. If you are 
teaching a class of boys the age to 
notice girls, promote an attendance 
competition between your class and a 
class of girls. For a class of younger 
boys arrange a contest with another 
class of boys of the same age. 

For example: the teachers of two 
young boys’ classes could plan an “In- 
dian Chief Contest.” A large poster 
is provided for each class to be tacked 
on the wall of their classroom. For 
each poster take a sheet of dark red 
art paper and sketch on each the heads 
of as many Indians as there are mem- 
bers of the class. The heads sketched 
should be side views or silhouettes, 
showing a full Indian chief headdress 
of feathers. Barely outline the feathers 
with pencil, while the rest of the head 
is sketched with bold lines in ink or 
paint. Collect feathers (chicken feathers 
are fine), and color them in different 
bright hues with the use of Easter egg 


es. 

Each Sunday, each boy present in 
class receives a colored feather which 
he can paste on the headdress of the 
Indian chief bearing his name on the 
poster. The number of feathers in the 
headdress of each chief should corre- 
spond with the number of Sundays the 
contest is to run. At the end of this 
time, the class whose poster can boast 
the largest number of feathers is de- 
clared winner of the contest, and should 
receive a smal] treat from the losers. 

A “Reindeer Race” was recently con- 
ducted by classes of Junior boys with 
notable success. One Sunday during 
a winter’s slump in attendance, there 
appeared on the wall of the Junior 
Department an artistic reproduction of 
a winter’s scene with frosty white snow 
and green pine trees. A trail led from 
a lower corner of the picture up and 
out of sight between the trees. At the 
beginning of the path were discovered 
reindeer, one for each class taking part 
in the race. The reindeer were cut 
from brown art paper and fastened to 
the poster with thumbtacks so they 
could be moved. Faint, almost invis- 
ible marks across the trail showed the 
number of miles (or points) that a rein- 
deer could travel on any one Sunday. 

Points were given as follows: one 
point each for attendance at Sunday 
school, attendance at church service, be- 
ing on time, class offering, and Bible 
Teading at home during the week. A 
total of all the points earned by the 
Members of a class advanced the rein- 
deer belonging to the class that many 
miles on the trail. At the end of the 
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time designated for the race (which was 
four weeks in this case), the reindeer 
in the lead won for its backers. The 
losers gave an ice-skating party for the 
winners. 

Here is another plan that has won the 
approval of one group of Juniors. In 
their classroom a large map of the 
world was displayed on the wall. From 
a Kodak picture of the entire class was 
cut the head of each member. These 
were pasted on the flat top of a thumb- 
tack. Above the map was placed a 
sign which asked, “Where on Earth Are 
You This Sunday?” If the member was 
present in the class, the thumbtack 
bearing his picture was attached to the 
map. If he was absent, a thumbtack 
bearing a question mark was put on the 
map in his place. Curiosity prompted 
the members to discover the missing 
boys, and one or more of those present 
elected to phone, or see the absent mem- 
bers during the week and make sure 
they would be present the following 
Sunday. The plan was not only pro- 
ductive of several good results, but it 
was an inexpensive incentive as well. 

Flower contests will provide color for 
the classrooms during the cloudy, drab 
winter months. Two classes of girls, 
the Dorcas Class and the Rebeccas 
chose the colorful tulips as the flower 
for their contest. Round cheese boxes 
were covered with dark green crepe 
paper and filled with white sand and 
placed in the center of a table in each 
classroom. Colors were agreed upon 
for points as follows: for attendance, 
each member received a red tulip; for 
lesson study at home, a yellow tulip; 
for offering, a pink one; for daily Bible 
reading, a white tulip, and for bringing 
a new member, two red-and-yellow 
fringed tulips. 

In order to receive the red-and-yel- 
low fringed tulips, however, it was 
necessary for the member to bring the 
new girl to class three out of the four 
Sundays of the contest to prove that she 
was really a new member and not just 
a visitor. The girls made the tulips 
themselves. Each Sunday the points 
were checked up, the tulips presented, 
and each girl planted in the flower bed 
the tulips she received, 

The results of the “Tulip Contest” 
were so close (only two points between 
the classes), that the winners have now 
been challenged to a return engage- 
ment, and this’ time roses will be the 
flower chosen for the occasion. 

While this next plan, scheduled to 
help avoid a hot weather summer slump, 
was not in the exact nature of a con- 
test, it was, however, an ingenious de- 
vice one teacher thought of for keeping 
her Junior boys interested. The class 
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“ was divided into two groups of equal 


size, with each group choosing a cap- 
tain and a name. One group chose to 
be Fans while the other group decided 
to be Ice Cubes. The Fans and the 
Ice Cubes took turns in their efforts 
to see which group could get the largest 
number of their regular members pres- 
ent and new members enrolled. They 
employed the method of mailing a post- 


~ card, bearing an invitation to attend, to 


each member and prospective member. 
Each week the side in charge held a 
group meeting and made up the invi- 
tations for the cards. This brought the 
group closer together in friendship, as 
well as produced some very clever 
ideas as a result. For example, when 
the Fans sent out cards with this in- 
vitation verse: 

To keep nice and cool, 

Come to our Sunday school; 

For whatever the weather, 

You'll feel much better, 

Ii you've been to Sunday school. 

The following week the Ice Cubes 

produced this invitation: 
The hotter the day, 
The more it will pay 
To be loyal and true to your class. 
So forget the heat, 
We'll save you a seat, 
Hustle up! Just step on the gas. 

A “Pepper and Mustard Contest,” as 
well as many others, may be worked 
out along similar lines and used to help 
tide over a lazy,.let-down period, re- 
gardless of what time of the year the 
slump may take place. 

So keep the contest for zest idea in 
mind when the pulse of the class be- 
gins to slow up, and you may be sur- 
prised at the way the class lethargy 
will disappear. 

Kansas Crry, Mo. 


A Memorial to 
Martha Snell Nicholson 


S MOST Tres readers now know, 

Mrs. Marthe Snell Nicholson, the 
beloved Christian poet, died on June 27. 
She had been crippled with arthritis 
and a shut-in for several years. She 
had prayed, “Lord, carry me this last 
long mile (I ran once in the dawn) but 
now at length I have no strength save 
Thine, for mine is gone.” A recent let- 
ter from Mrs. Maxine Manion, one who 
knew her well, says that “He gave her 
‘dying grace’ and He carried her that 
last long mile. She slept into a coma 
and peacefully, quietly, on June 27, 
1957, our Martie left us.” 

There is a memorial fund for a new 
room ‘6 be dedicated in the name of 
Mrs, Nicholson on the campus of the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles at La 
Mirada. Contributions to this fund may 
be sent to the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles, 558 South Hope St., Los An- 
geles 27, and designated “For the Mar- 
tha Snell Nicholson Memorial Fund.” 
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LESSON 9. DECEMBER 1. PAUL'S TRIUMPHANT WITNESS 


Philippians 1; printed text, verses 1, 2, 12-21 
Golden Text.—For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.—Phil. 1:21 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Phil. 1:1 Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, 
to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with 
the bishops and deacons: 
2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the 
things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto 
‘the furtherance of the gospel; 
13 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the 
palace, and in all other places; * 


16 The one preach Christ of ‘contention, not sincerely, 
supposing to add affliction to my bonds: 

17 But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the’ 
defence of the gospel. 

18 What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in 
pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein 
do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 

19 For I know that this shall turn, to my salvation through’ 
your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, 
that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all bold- 
ness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in 


14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confi- 
dent by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word 


without fear. 


15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; 


and some also of good will: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE Philippian church held a high 
place in the heart of the Apostle 
Paul. He had ‘suffered in the 

process of founding it, and he hud deep 
affection for it. Besides, the Philippian 
church had stood by him in support 
when other churches paid no regard to 
his material needs (4:15, 16). When 
news of his arrival in Rome as a pris- 
oner reached the saints in Philippi, they 
realized. that it was a time for action, 
so they once again rallied, collected a 
sum of money, and sent it by one of 
their number, Epaphroditus (4:18). 

The journey to Rome had apparently 
been a hard one for Epaphroditus, and 
when he reached Rome, he came down 
sick—perhaps of a fever’ which he had 
contracted on the way. It was a severe 
case, and death seemed imminent, but 
God raised him up, greatly to the apos- 
tle’s comfort. Meantime the friends in 
Philippi heard of the sickness of Epaph- 
roditus, so, on recovery, he felt he 
should hasten back home to relieve 
their anxiety over him (2:25-30). No 
doubt Paul would have liked to detain 
him, as in the case of Onesimus (Philem. 
13), but the situation demanded an early 
return home. This joyous, gracious 
Epistle, then, was sent with Epaphro- 
ditus, primarily as a note of thanks for 
“the bounty of the Philippians, then to 
apprise them of his situation. But it 
also contains glorious doctrine and some 
very practical exhortation. It is a little 
gem, and one can hardly believe that 
it was dictated by a man chained to a 
Roman guard. 


my body, whether it be by life, or by death. 
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 


Verse by Verse 
Phil. 1:1—‘“Paul and Timotheus ... 


to all the saints in Jesus Christ ... at 


Philippi . . . bishops and deacons.” See 
how Paul associates Timothy with him, 
although he had no part in the Letter, 
unless as an amanuensis. The saints 
at Philippi were constituted a church, 
with the appropriate officers—bishops 
(overseers, elders) and deacons. 

Verse 2.—“Grace . . . and peace, from 
God our Father |. . . the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The Epistle begins with a 
benediction. Grace here means “all the 
free favour of acceptance and of divine 
presence” (Bishop H. C. G. Moule). 

Verse 12—“, . . the things ... unto 
me have fallen out rather unto the fur- 
therance of the gospel.” The things 
concerning Paul might seem to threaten 
the whole cause of the Gospel, but they 
have actually worked the other way, for 
the progress of the Gospel. ‘ , 

Verse 13.—“. . . my bonds in Christ 
are manifest in all the palace...” It 
had become evident “throughout the 
whole pretorian guard” (A.S.V.) that 
Paul’s bonds were not for any ‘crime, 
but solely on account of his adherence 
to, Jesus Christ. The word “prztorian” 
refers to the imperial guard rather than 
to the palace of the emperor. 

Verse 14—“And many . .. Gre much 
more bold to speak the word without 
fear.” Paul’s coming to Rome as a 
prisoner of the emperor sparked a re- 
vival of witnessing among the believers, 
another way of furthering the Gospel. 

Verse 15.—“Some ... preach... of 
envy and strife . . . some also of good 
will.” So there were factions in Rome 
also, and it would seem that Paul was 


the unwilling center of contention. The 
anti-Paulists were working hard to seize 
the leadership while the apostle was 
restricted in his activities. . 


Verse 16—“The one .. . of contention 
. « . Supposing to add affliction to my 
bonds.” They still proclaimed Christ. 
Their doctrine was probably sound 
enough on the whole, but their spirit 
was deplorable—trying to undercut Paul 
while he was a prisoner, 


Verse 17.—“. . .‘the other of love... 
for the defence of the gospel.” Paul's 
friends took courage from his affliction, 
seeking to make up for his limitations 
by their own bolder testimony, 


Verse 18.—*“, . . every way . . . Christ 
is preached; and I therein do rejoice 
...? What mattered most to Paul was 
that Christ was preached. The personal 
wrong to him mattered little, if only 
Christ were made known. So, in the 
midst of the hurt, he rejoiced at the 
furtherance of the Gospel. 


Verse 19.—“, . . this shall turn to my 
salvation through your prayer, and the 
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.” 
“Salvation” here does not refer to his 
liberation from prison, but the deepen- 
ing of the work of grace in his soul, 
while his friends prayed for him and 
the Holy"Spirit met his every need. 

Verse 20.—“. . . in nothing I shall be 
ashamed . .. with all boldness =... 
Christ shall be magnified . . . by life, 
or by death.” As a result of this pleni- 


tude of grace and fullness of the Spirit, 
Paul fully expected that he would have 
all boldness of utterance in testifying 
the Gospel of Christ when his hearing 
before the emperor took place. Release 
was not his supreme aim, but the glori- 
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Lesson for December 1 


fying of Christ, whether it meant life 
or death to him, 
Verse 21.—“For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.” His only’ purpose 
in living was that Christ should be seen, 
while death would be translation to be 
with Christ “which is far better” (v. 23). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Apostle Paul has taught us in 
Romans 8:28 that “all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God,” 
‘put here in Philippians he goes beyond 
that teaching. Here he is taken up, not 
with the good which will accrue to him 
from the blending of events, but with 
the profitable effects of circumstances 
on the work of the Gospel. “Whatever 
happens to me,” he says in effect, “the 
important thing is how it affects the 
spread of the Gospel, and I am glad to 


suffer if thereby the good cause may be 


promoted.” 

Now many a man bound by a chain 
to a Roman guard would be pessimistic 
about the whole situation, thinking the 
Word of God bound like himself. But 
Paul looked objectively on the Roman 
scene, and actually saw his chain as an 
instrument of promotion. For one thing, 
his arrival as a prisoner in Rome acted 
as a clarion cal] to the saints, and spur- 
red them to more vigorous witnessing 
than ever. Cowards became bold; tied 
tongues were loosed. 

There was an anti-Paul faction in 
Rome, perhaps Judaizers, who felt that 
Paul’s imprisonment was their oppor- 
tunity. They became ardent in their 
preaching of the Gospel, but with mixed 
motives. If they could discredit Paul 
while he was unable to defend himself, 
and at the same time win many con- 
verts, they would gain the ascendancy 
in the church at Rome—and that would 
add prestige to their faction everywhere! 

A smaller man would have chafed at 
the bit and resented such behaviar. But 
Paul, while deploring the false motives 
of his enemies, was able to rejoice in 
the ardent preaching of both frierid and 
foe. That Christ was preached was 
cause for rejoicing, whatever the price 
to himself, 

Yet the “good” to himself was not out 
of sight. He saw, in this whole turn 
of events, a gracious dispensation of 
God toward him. This manifold afflic- 
tion was for his salvation—in the sense 
of promoting the grace of God in his 
soul, He knew that the opposition against 
him would stir his friends to pray for 
him and that God would bestow a full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit upon him ade- 
quate to the demands of the hour. . So 
he would be all the stronger, both for 
personal testimony in his “hired house” 
(Acts 28:30), and for that crisis hour 
when he would be called before Caesar, 
So, whether that summons meant life 
or death, Christ would be glorified. For 
himself, life had only one meaning— 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. November 24.—Christian Giving. ° 
1 Corinthians 16 
Next Week's Lesson 


10. December 8.—That I May Know 
Cimtst a5 04: Philippians 3; 2:25-29; 4:18 








Christ; and death was a passing from 
grace to Glory. 


Outline of the Lesson ° 


1, Adverse circumstances promote the 
Gospel (Phil. 1:12-18) 

2. Adverse circumstances improve the 
soul (vs, 19-21) 


Topics for Development 


The Progress of the Gospel. Paul saw 
three ways in which his imprisonment 
was furthering rather than hindering 
the Gospel. First, his guards were hear- 
ing the Gospel. They were present dur- 
ing his repeated interviews with visitors, 
and there were personal conversations 
with these members of the imperial 
guard. Thus the Gospel was touching 
a group who might have been beyond 
reach of a normal ministry. Second, 
the great majority of Roman Christians 
were jolted to action by Paul’s arrival 
in the city. Instead of being frightened 
into silence, they become bold and ar- 
dent in making Christ known. Third, 
a small group of believers in Christ, 
who nevertheless opposed Paul and re- 
sented his leadership, saw in his im- 
prisonment an opportunity to discredit 
him and establish a church free from 
his influence. Their ulterior motive 
was regrettable beyond words, and 


4 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HO was Paul’s companion when he 
first visited Philippi? 

2. What did the Philippian church do 
for Paul which other churches did not 
do? 

3. From what city did Paul write his 
Letter to the Philippians? 

4. What was Paul’s condition when he 
wrote this Letter? 

5. Who was present with Paul at this 
time? 

6. What was the primary purpose of 
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians? 

7. By whom did Paul send this Let- 
ter to the church in Philippi? 

8. What unusual opportunity did, Paul 
have for witnessing in Rome? 

9. What effect did Paul’s imprison- 
ment have on most of the Roman Chris- 
tians? 

10. How did Paul react to the preach- 
ing of the faction who were trying to 
discredit him? 

( Answers on page 900) 


’ 
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enough to wound and discourage most 
men, but Paul saw that the Gospel was 
being preached with a zeal which would 
have been lacking had he not been a 
prisoner. The going forth of the Gos- 
pel in these three ways rejoiced his 
heart. For this, it was worth while 
wearing a chain! 

Personal Contact. Can you, imagine 
what it meant being chained to a Ro- 
man guard? Every conversation with a 
visitor was in“the presence of the 
guard. Every letter dictated was in 
hearing of the guard. Every prayer 
uttered was listened to by the guard. 
Reading and study must be with the 
guard sitting by. He slept under the 
eye of the guard. What scrutiny of a 
servant of Christ! Suppose he had 
shown irritability? Suppose he had 
fumed against his enemies? Suppose 
he had given way to self-pity? Sup- 
pose he had shut himself up in isolation 
and become morose? What effect would 
even little breakdowns have’ had on 
these guards? As it was, one after an- 
other of them found a man who was 
bigger than his chain. They soon recog- 
nized that here was no criminal, but 
a man who breathed the presence of 
God. He was a prisoner of Christ, and 
Christ was in that room as surely as 
Paul was there. The whole company 
of them were convinced that Paul’s 
Christ was real, and we can well be- 
lieve that not a few of them became 
true followers of the Lord. Do our per- 
sonal contacts really count for Christ? 


Practical Applicatfons 

Give recognition to your fellow work- 
ers. It will encourage them and mark 
you as a man of grace. 

Look on the bright side of things. 
Even the darkest cloud is bright if you 
get above it. 

Are you more concerned about the 
progress of the Gospel or your Own 
career? 

If you cannot engage in mass evange- 
lism, you can make Christ manifest to 
the man who works béside you. 

If you have a clear message of the 
Gospel, do not vitiate it by attacking 
others who proclaim the same message. 

What right have you to say that “to 
die is gain” if you cannot say, “To me 
to live is Christ’? 


Golden Text 
Phil. 1:21.—“For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.” Paul’s master pas- 
sion was Christ, just as another’s mas- 
ter passion may be music, or sport, or 
money. Living, for him, meant a con- 
stant pursuit of the knowledge of Christ, 
a glad submission to the will of Christ, 
an eager promotion of the cause of 
Christ. Dying meant to him the full 
realization of all that he could only 
partly attain here—and that is gain in- 
deed, 
EL_muurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Haris 


SuccEsTeD HYMNS 
“Let Us, With a Gladsome Mind” 
“O Christ, in Thee My Soul Hath Found” 

“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father in Heaven, to Thee we bring our 
thanksgiving for all the blessings of 
this life and especially for the enrich- 
ment of life we have When we know 
and serve Thy Son. Bless our study to- 
day that we may become more devoted 
to our Saviour. Guide and keep us 
through the new week. Free us: from 
failures of the past and lift us to nobler 
and more faithful lives through the 
power of Thy Holy Spirit. Forgive the 
things of which our conscience accuses 
us, and help us to make right what can 
be amended. Give Thy healing to the 
sick, Thy support to the tried, Thy cheer 
to the downcast, Thy mercy to the re- 
pentant, and Thy supply to those in 
need. Bless all who give Thy Word to 
others, and make it fruitful in the lives 
of the hearers. Give us family harmony 
and Christian joy, and to the nations 
grant an extension of peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Listen to Paul in 
our Golden. Text as he says, “For to me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain” 
(Phil. 1:21). Then look into your own 





LIFE AT ITS BEST 
CHRIST Swxep AS Master’ 


heart and life and ask yourself, “To me, 
to live is what? What is my chief in- 
terest in life, my most absorbing con- 
cern?” 

Some would have to say, “To me, to 
live is to enjoy myself, to have all the 
good .times I can while I can.” In a 
word, they would have to say, “To me, 
to live is pleasure.” Others would need 
to say, “To me,’ to live is wealth or 
knowledge or. success or power and 
fame.” Some fine people could say, “To 
me, to live is to promote the welfare! 
of my family and my community and 
to lend a helping hand as I can.” Now 
there is a place in life for innocent 
pleasure. To increase knowledge and 
to succeed in any rightful undertaking 
is good. To live for your family and 
serve your community are yet better 
things that should have a large part in 
life. But we miss the highest in life 
if we leave Jesus Christ out or give 
Him just a minor place. He should have 
first place, and to know, love, and serve 
Him should be our chief concern, 

When it is, we shall be able to join 
Paul and say, “To me to live is Christ.” 
We shall also be able to add what he 
said next, “and to die is gain.” 











To give \ 
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chief place to Christ is to live the most 
satisfying life possible now and to be 
certain of yet greater joy and satisfac- 
tion in the life to come. So then, for 
the best life here and hereafter, give 
the first place to Jesus Christ. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN, 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Paul.and Timotheus, the servants of 
Jesus Christ .. .” (Phil. 1:1).—In this 
Epistle, which above all others reveals 
“the tender side of Paul’s nature,” we 
do not look for a reminder of his apos- 
tleship. No one in Philippi questioned 
it. He preferred speaking of himself, 
and of Timothy—his son in the faith— 
as “servants of Jesus Christ.” The word 
“servants” as used here means “bond- 
men, or slaves—such as are. the Master’s 
property, or at His absolute disposal.” 

Dr. J. H. Jowett says: “I was pres- 
ent at a sheep shearing in the very 
heart of the Highlands, and I noticed 
that when the heavy, burdensome fleece 
had been shorn from the affrighted 
sheep, the liberated animal was branded 
with the owner’s initials and went 
bounding away, prominently exhibiting 
these signs of its owner’s name. And 
Paul and Timothy had been delivered 
from a heavy burden... by the, power 
of a crucified Lord and on their eman- 
cipated lives they bore the marks of 
their Owner—the ‘brands’ of the Lord 
Jesus. Whose I am, They belonged 
to Him who had redeemed them with 
a heavy price.” 


“ .. to all the saints. . 
bishops and deaconsy (Phil. 1:1).— 
There is no favoritism here. Paul 
yreets them all. He prays for all (v. 4); 
he loves them all (v. 7); he longs for 
them all (v. 8); and, he will help them 
all (v. 25). 

The bishops (or overseers) and dea- 
cons, in all probability, took the lead 
in collecting the “things” which were 
sent by the saints to the imprisoned 
apostle (4:18); so they merited special 
mention in this thank-you letter. 


“Grace be unto you, and peace... 
(Phil, 1:2).—“Grace” is so heavily laden 
with significance that it virtually defies 
defining. It has been called “the boun- 
tiful mother of all graces.”. It has been 
defined as “love with a mysterious 
plus,” and “Paul’s own great watchword.” 
It is “the overwhelming richness of the 
love of God in Christ Jesus which 
Paul wishes for the saints in Philippi” 
(A, T. Robertson). 

Peace is the inseparable companion 
of grace. When a person is saved by 
grace, through faith, without works, he 
is at peace with God and can be con- 
scious of the presence of the God of 
peace with him. 


. with the 


” 
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Medical science has perfected some 
tranquilizing pills, but their effects on 
the users are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the tranquillity of soul en- 
joyed by a believer who is at “peace 
with God” (Rom, 5:1); and. who has 
the peace of God guarding his heart 
and thoughts (Phil. 4:7). 


“... things ... have fallen out... 
unto the furtherance of the gOspel” 
(Phil. 1:12).—Were the saints fearful as 
to what was happening to Paul? What- 
ever their feelings and fears, Paul was 
able to assure them that things were 
falling out to the furtherance of the 
Gospel of Christ. Paul was not a Jacob 
crying, “All these things are against 
me” (Gen. 42:36). 

One of the things Paul mentions is 
the fact that it was known in all the 
palace (or praetorium, i.e. Caesar’s 
guard), that he was in chains for 
Christ’s sake. The imperial guard at 
Rome consisted at first of 10,000 selected 
troops, and was afterward increased to 
16,000. 

“This body of troops was Paul’s im- 
mediate parish during the two years that 
he spent there, and his wide opportunity 
of evangelizing was improved to the 
utmost as one after another of the sol- 
diers of the guard was placed over him” 
(Dr, J. F, Holcomb). 

Christian servicemen, as well as 
others, have their opportunities of bear- 
ing effectual testimony to their Lord. 
One young soldier in the army was 
often persecuted by his buddies while 
at prayer at night. He sought advice 
of his chaplain, and, by his counsel 
omitted his usual habit. His ardent 
heart could not continue this. He chose 
rather to have prayer with persecu- 
tion than peace without it; and resumed 
his praying. The result was, that after 
a time, ten of his companions knelt in 
prayer with him! 


“For to me to live is Christ .. « 
(Phil. 1:21).—From that solemn moment 
on the Damascus road when he learned 
that “Jesus” whom he persecuted was 
none other than the “Lord,” he had 
but one purpose in life—that of mag- 
nifying Christ in his body! How the 
Holy Spirit enabled him to fulfill that 
purpose! (2 Tim. 4:6-8.) 

When Baron von Welz renounced his 
title and wealth to become a mission- 
ary in Dutch Guiana, and there give 
his life in service, he said: “What to 
me is the title ‘well-born,’ when I have 
been born again in Christ? What to, 
me is the title ‘lord,’ when I desire only 
to be a servant of the Lord Christ? 
What to me to be called ‘Your Grace,’ 
when I have need of God’s grace? All 
these vanities I will away with, and 
all else I will lay at the feet of Jesus, 
my dearest Lord, that I may have no 
hindrance in serving Him aright.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 














Lesson for December 1 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the greatest achieve- 

ments have come through sacrifice 
and suffering. Paul is saying to the 
Philippians, “But I would you should 
understand, brethren, that the things 
which happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the 
gospel; so that my bonds in Christ are 
manifest in all the palace, and in all 
other places” (Phil. 1:12, 13). In a Let- 
ter to the Corinthians he names some 
of those “things” which happened to 
him. “Are they ministers of Christ? 
... I am more; in labours more abun- 
dant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 
Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten 
with rods, once was I stoned [and they 
thought he was dead], thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; in journeyings often, 
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by mine own countrymen, in 
perils by the heathen, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren; in weariness and painfulness, 
in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, 
in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 
Beside those things that are” without, 
that which cometh upon me daily, the 
care of all the churches” (2 Cor, 11: 
23-28). 

Yet, out of all this persecution and 
suffering—and through it—Paul rolled 
up an achievement so great that mil- 
lions, upon millions of souls have been 
saved through his testimony to the sav- 
ing and keeping power of Jesus Christ, 
for whom he devoted his Christian life. 
Last June, we studied the “things” 
which happened to Joseph. It would 
seem that with all his misfortunes, his 
slavery, the persecutions he endured, 
his life would be a failure. But God 
had planried his life and he emerged 
from his sufferings:to become, humanly 
speaking, a savior of his people, as 
well as top man in the King of Egypt’s 
counselors. “And Joseph said unto his 
brethren. .. . Be not grieved, nor angry 
with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: 
for God did send me before you to 
preserve life... . So now it was not 
you that sent me hither, but God: and 
he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and lord of all his house, and a ruler 
throughout all the land of Egypt” (Gen. 
45:4, 5, 8). Joseph had to suffer in 
order to save his family and a multitude 
of people. It was God’s plan. 

All this points to our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Himself, for He is the most per- 
fect example of achievement through 
Sacrifice and suffering. The difference 
is this, fellows: Paul suffered for Jesus 
because he loved Him. Jesus suffered 
because He loved you and me, and it 
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was the only way to save us. Did you 
know that physicians say that Jesus 
suffered every flesh wound that is 
known to the medical profession? 

Note how, in intimate detail, Old 
Testament prophecy was fulfilled: (1) 
Contusion. “He was bruised for our 
iniquities” (Isa. 53:5; Matt. 26:67). That 
was the flesh wound of contusion. (2) 
Laceration. “The plowers plowed upon 
my back; they made ‘long their fur- 
rows” (Psa. 129:1-3). That was the Ro- 
man scourge which ripped the flesh 
from His backbone and ribs (Matt. 27: 
26), the flesh wound of laceration. (3) 
Penetration (Matt. 27:29, 30). The crown 
of thorns pressed down upon His brow 
penetrated the flesh and caused the 
blood to flow down upon His face, and 
“his visage was so marred more than 
any man” (Isa. 52:14) and “there is no 
beauty that we should desire him” (Isa. 
53:2). The flesh wound of penetration, 
(4) Perforation. “They pierced my 
hands. and my feet” (Psa. 22:16); 
“And they crucified him” (Matt. 27: 
35). The nails went all the way 
through the flesh of His hands and feet 
to the wooden cross. The flesh wound 
of perforation. (5) Incision. “And 
they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced” (Zech. 12:10). “One of 
the soldiers .. . pierced his side” (John 
19:34). The flesh wound of incision. 

These five comprise every type of 
flesh wound known to the medical pro- 
fession—and all suffered within the 
limits of seventeen hours! All of them 
were foretold in the Old Téstament 
from 700 to 1,000 years before fulfill- 
ment. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
ty 


My Class of Girls 
By Viviam D. Gunderson 
ET us begin today by singing, “Our 
Parents.” Then I will ask the first 
three questions on our card, and you 
can answer them with the correct Bible 
verse. Now Judy will teach us the 
first verse of the song, “Our Hands.” 
You girls are training to teach chil- 
dren’s classes by and by. Next Sunday 
Mary will tell the’story, “The Stolen 
Pims.” 

Our last eight lessons were from First 
Corinthians. Now, for four Sundays, 
we will study Philippians. Before we 
read today’s verses, let us turn to Acts 
16 to learn about Paul’s first visit to 
Philippi, ten years before he wrote this 
Epistle. Let us read verses 8-12. Be- 
cause of this vision of the Macedonian 
man, Paul went to Philippi to preach. 
Chapter 16 goes on to tell of Lydia, the 
first convert in this Roman colony. She 
met with other Philippian women by 
the riverside for a prayer meeting 
every Sabbath Day. Acts 16 also tells 
about a poor, demon-possessed girl who 
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followed Paul and Silas shouting, 
“These men are servants of the most 
high God, which shew unto us the way 
of salvation.” After ignoring it many 
days, Paul turned and, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, commanded the evil spirit 
to come out of her: When the demon 
obeyed, the girl became normal. This 
angered the men who had been making 
money from her fortunetelling while 


She was demon possessed, so they drag- 


ged them before the magistrates, Read 
what they said in verses 20, 21. 

These accusations were all false! But 
the magistrates, without investigating 
the case, commanded that Paul and 
Silas be beaten. Then they put them 
in prison, charging the jailer not to let 
them escape. Accordingly, he put them 
into the vile inner dungeon, fastening 
their feet in the stocks. This made it 
impossible for them to change position, 
and their baeks were bleeding from the 
terrible beating they had just received! 
Did they spend the night groaning and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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saying, “If only we’d never come to this 
horrible city!” Read verse 25 to see 
what they did do. (They prayed and 
sang hymns.) Yes, and the other pris- 
oners heard them. How astonished they 
must have been to hear praises to God 
sung in that dungeon! 

Suddenly there was a great earth- 
quake! Strangely it did not injure any- 
one, but just shook the chains off all 
the prisoners, and shook the. heavy 
prison doors open! The frightened 
jailer, thinking that the prisoners had 
escaped,‘ decided to kill himself. The 
Roman law said that jailers who let 
their prisoners escape should be tor- 
tured and killed, regardless of the 
reason. God revealed the jailer’s inten- 
tions to Paul, so he called out, “Do thy- 
self no harm, for we are all here!” 
Then the jailer called for a light, and 
sprang trembling into the inner prison 
where he fell down before Paul and 
Silas saying, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” Read verse 31 to see Paul’s 
answer. This man and all his family 
were saved that very night! 

There were many more Christians in 
Philippi by the time Paul wrote this 
Epistle. But I like to picture Lydia 
and the other women from the river- 
side prayer meeting sitting beside the 
jailer and his family listening eagerly 
to the reading of this Letter from Paul 
to their church. 

Read Philippians 1:1-3, Think what 
Paul suffered in Philippi, and then look 
again at verse 3. He certainly bore the 
jailer no ill will for the treatment he 
had received in Philippi. 

Read verses 12, 13. Paul does not 
mention the wrongs he had endured in 
the Philippian jail, nor dwell on his 
present confinement in the Roman 
prison. He just dismisses the subject 
by saying that it has all helped to 
spread the Gospel! Paul was probably 


the best-known prisoner in Rome, and . 


everyone knew that his imprisonment 
was not for any crime he had com- 
mitted, but for Christ’s sake. This 
made them curious about the Gospel, 
and led some of them to salvation. 
Notice that Paul is not primarily con- 
cerned about getting released from 
prison. He is rejoicing, that the Gospel 
is being preached, no matter what the 
motives of the speakers. His one de- 
sire for himself is that he may glorify 
the Lord, whether by his life or by his 
death. 

Paul always witnessed boldly for 
Christ. Can you see why he was able 
to do this? -(He was brave.) Indeed 
he was! And he was so eager to get 





During this quarter and the next we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 


Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 
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the Gospel message out that he hardly 
cared what happened to himself. He 
Sang praises to God in the Philippian 
jail, and wrote of his rejoicing in the 
Lord, when in a Roman prison, Christ, 
not self, had become the object of his 
heart. 
FERNDALE, WASH. - 


For Mishes Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Telling Others About Jesus (Phil. 1:1, 2, 12-14) 


EE all the gay jars! I wonder how 

much is in them! How does our 
giving compare with the Bible people 
yoa read about? There are only two 
more Sundays before our gifts must 
be ready. “ 

We had a long visit with the Chris- 
tians in Corinth. Can each of you tell 
one thing, good or bad, about Corinth 
or its people? As we listened to Paul’s 
Letter to them, have you learned some- 
thing? 

Now we shall travel in imagination 
to the soldiers’ barracks in Rome, oc- 
cupied by the bodyguard of the Em- 
peror Nero. The walls are covered 
with old drawings. One in simple lines 
shows a man on a cross, with an ani- 
mal’s head, probably meant to be an 
ass. In front stands a soldier with his 
hand raised in a salute of worship. Un- 
derneath in rough letters—and not 
spelled correctly—is: “Alexamenos wor- 
ships his God.” (This graffito is shown 
in Fausset’s “Bible Cyclopedia” under 
“Palace.”) 

Could Alexamenos be one of the sol- 
diers to whom Paul was chained (¢hand- 
cuffed)? I like to imagine it. As the 
soldiers ate their evening meal, they 
would swap stories of the day’s experi- 
ences. One told of the affairs of the 
Emperor whom he was guarding that 
day. Another told of the murderer and 
robber he had been sent to execute. 
Then came a story so different that all 
paused to listen and to laugh. Alexa- 
menos had guarded a prisoner who was 
kind, who said he was up for trial not 
for murder or robbery, but because of 
a God who died on a cross as a crim- 
inal and came to life again. Day after 
day other soldiers were detailed to be 
Paul’s guard, and they heard the story 
from his own lips, and told their friends, 
whether in fun or in earnest. Alexa- 
menos and some others became Chris- 
tians. Other soldiers made fun of them 
as they did of Paul and of Christ Him- 
self. 

Was Paul discouraged, a prisoner 
now, no longer able to preach and 
teach? Listen to a letter he dictated, 
perhaps to Timothy, while handcuffed 
to Alexamenos or another soldier, It 
starts like the end of our letters: “Paul 
and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to 
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all the Christians who are in Philippi 
along with church officers and workers. 
May you have blessing and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. . . . I want you to know, Chris- 
tian brothers, that what has happened 
to me has really helped to carry the 
Good News on. It has become known 
among all the Emperor’s guards and 
to all the rest that my being in chains 
is for Christ’s sake. Most of the Chris- 
tians, trusting in the Lord, because of 
my being in chains are much braver 
to speak God’s message without being 
afraid” (Phil. 1:1, 2, 12-14, paraphrased). 

If only the soldier who made the 
drawing could have been Paul’s guard 
that day and heard this! (Quote Phil. 
2:5-11, beginning with “Christ Jesus.”) 
Yes, crucified, but now greater than 
Emperor Nero himself! ' 

“We also believe, and therefore speak” 
(2 Cor. 4:13, Memory Verse). Philip- 
pians 2:5-11 makes an effective speak- 
ing chorus for a Christmas program, 
with high voices and low alternating 
at times, or solo parts. Experiment 
with different combinations. For teach- 
ing these verses I have used the fol- 
lowing story, “The “Great ‘Come-Down’ 
and the Great ‘Come-Up.’” Flannel 
board illustration: Verse 6, yellow cir- 
cle with CHRIST JESUS and GOD THE 
SON printed on it, yellow circle with 
GOD THE FATHER, sign of equality 
made of two strips of black paper 
pasted on white to go' between the 
circles. Verse 7, baby in manger or 
mother’s arms. Verse 8, (a) Christ 
praying, (b) cross. Verse 9, Christ as- 
cending. Verse 10, angels, people kneel- 
ing, gravestone. Verse 11, people of 
different nationalities. Provide, in addi- 
tion, strips for drill] on the flannel board 
bearing the words of the verses, made 
by an alphabet stamping set. (Another 
method will be presented in the Christ- 
mas lesson.) 

Orono, MAINE, 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ERALD was just a little older than 

you are. He was ten when he and 
his friend Jay went to camp. Gerald 
had already received the. Lord Jesus 
as his Saviour and he loved Him very 
much indeed. He listened intently to 
the Bible lessons that were taught each 
day. The more he listened, the more 
concerned he became about Jay. So 
far as Gerald knew, Jay had never 
been born into God’s family. Jay came 
from a lovely home, but that, of course, 
did not make him a born-again child 
of God. 

It was after the Bible lesson one day 
that Gerald made a decision. The les- 
son was about the importance of put- 
ting Christ first in everything and of 
the necessity of witnessing for ~Him. 
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The teacher had told of how the Apos- 
tle Paul had witnessed for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Gerald could see in his 
mind the trouble that Paul was having 
as a prisoner. When the teacher spoke 
of Paul’s being chained to a guard day 
and night, Gerald had shivers. Yet, the 
teacher explained, being in jail did not 
mean that Paul stopped preaching and 
witnessing for the Saviour. It meant 
only that he had a different type audi- 
ence—prisoners, guards, visitors heard 
from his lips the wonderful message 
that “Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners.” 

When Paul, Gerald learned, wrote to 
the Christians at Philippi (from the 
prison in Rome), he did not complain 
because he was in jail. In fact, he was 
full of joy. At least fourteen times in 
the Letter he uses the words “joy” or 
“rejoice” (and there are only four 
chapters in the whole Letter). Paul 
had no time for feeling sorry for him- 
self. He was too busy telling others 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. He ex- 
plained to the Philippian Christians— 
Gerald learned—that by their help to 
him (they had sent him gifts) they 
were being witnesses for Christ (Phil. 
1:5). Paul told them that it was their 
business as Christians to defend (stick 
up for) the Gospel (v. 7). He told 
them also to live worthy of the Gos- 
pel and to work together to get the Gos- 
pel out (v. 27). As proof that he was 
practicing what he preached, the Apos- 
tle Paul told them that even though 
he was in jail, the Gospel was being 
made known to more and more peo- 
\ ple (v. 12). What a’ wonderful wit- 
| ness Paul was! How he loved the Sav- 
iour Who died for him! How happy it 
made him to be able to tell the Philip- 
pian Christians that because he had 
faithfully told others about the Lord 
Jesus there in the jail of Rome, that 
others had become witnesses, too! (v. 14.) 

It was as Gerald listened to these 
things that he came to his decision. He, 
.too, would be a witness for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Nor did he wait until 
he got home from camp. That very 
day he and his friend Jay went for a 
walk. They sat down to rest on a big 
rock in the woods. “Jay,” Gerald be- 
gan, “you’ve been hearing the lessons 
here at camp. You know that even 
good boys like you have to receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. You 
know you can’t go to Heaven any other 
way. You must be born into God’s 
family. Don’t you think you ought to 
ask the Lord Jesus Christ to come into 
your heart today? You don’t have to 
do it, of course. It’s entirely up to you. 
But I know you'd be happier if you 
would. You could be sure then that 
some day you could go to Heaven. Now 
I'm not going to rush you but I’m going 
to count to three. You can make up 
your mind and let me know. [I'll begin 
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to count now. One ...two... 


three... !” 

“I did it!” Jay shouted. 

You never could see two happier boys 
than Jay, the new-born Christian, and 
Gerald, the first-time soul-winner, when 
they dashed to the teacher’s cottage to 
tell her the news. That all happened 
ten years ago, but it was only the be- 
ginning for Gerald—the beginning of 
many happy soul-winning experiences. 
He witnessed in school, he told others 
of the Lord Jesus on the playground. 
Wherever he went, there he, like the 


. Apostle Paul, left behind him a wit- 


ness for his Saviour. Now he speaks 
not only to a person here/and there, 
but to big groups of people in meet- 
ings. He is a witness for the Lord 
Jesus. Are you? 


LANCASTER, Pa, 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


“Still Time for You.”—For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain (Phil. 
1:21, Golden Text). Two miners were 
called upon to set a blast. One was a 
pious man, the other was not. After 
they set the charge for the blasting, 
they had but a few minutes in which 
to get in the bucket so they could be 
lifted to the surface. They set the 
charge and rushed to the bucket. The 
hand that was handling the bucket 
above was not strong enough to lift 
them both to the surface. They tried 
twice. Finally the man of God said, 
“You go, for you are not yet saved. I 
know where I am going. There is still 
time for you to give your life to God 
before you reach the top.” The blast 
went off. Providentially, a great arch 
of rock formed over the place where the 
man of God lay crouched. The miner’s 
life was saved. After they lifted him 
up he said, “For to me to live is Christ, 
for me to die would have been great 
gain.” The other miner heard this and 
fell to his knees in the dust and cried 
out to God for mercy, and another soul 
was won into the Kingdom of Christ. 
—From the Watchman-Examiner. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


Life’s. Greatest Luxury.—Paul and 
Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ 
(Phil, 1:1): The minister is not for 
ornament. He is for use, Paul, a serv- 
ant. It is a lovely word. “Only. a 
servant,” you say; but what more could 
you wish to be? When the Archbishop 
of Canterbury preached at the corona- 
tion of King Edward, he chose as his 
text the words, “I am among you as he 
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that serveth.” It is the supreme dig- 
nity of the king to be of service to. his 
people. On the crest of the Prince of 
Wales stand inscribed the striking 
words, “I serve.” When the Prime 
Minister calls together the members of 
the Imperial Cabinet, the official sum- 
mons reads that “the servants of the 
King are commanded to meet.” The 
King—a servant; the Prince—a servant; 
the Prime Minister—a servant. Paul 
and Timothy were servants of Jesus 
Christ. Life holds no truer luxury than 
to be of service to somebody.—From 
“The Passing of John Broadbanks,” by 
Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


“A Life-Saving Disaster.”—The things 
which happened unto me (Phil. 1: 
12. The story is told of an only 
survivor of a wreck who was thrown 
on an uninhabited island. After a 
while he managed to build himself a 
hut. He prayed to God for deliverance, 
and anxiously scanned the horizon each 
day to hail any passing ship. One day 
on returning home from a hunt for 
food, he was horrified to find his hut 
in smoke. The worst had happened, it 
seemed. But the next day a ship ar- 
rived. “We saw your smoke signal,” 
the captain said. If our lives are in 
God’s hands, “all things work together 
for good.”—From the Christian Beacon. 
Segt by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


Born of the Wind.—But the other of 
love, knowing that I am set for the de- 
fence of the gospel (Phil. 1:17). A 
young student preparing for Cambridge 
was assailed by a certain village skeptic 
who sneered at the idea of the Holy 
Ghost’s being a person. “Personality of 
the Spirit!” said he. “Why, the Spirit 
is wind, breath, air; the very Greek 
word shows you ‘this, for it simply 
means wind.” “Be it so,” replied the 
youth; “then be so good as to tell me 
the medning of this passage, ‘Except 
a man be born of water and of the 
wind, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the wind is wind.’” The skeptic had 
no answer, and the student concluded, 
“Your words are born of the wind, but 
not of the Spirit."—From “Illustrations 
by Foster.” Sent by J. Edward Raiser, 
Shelby, Ohio. 


The Gospel Preached by Recordings. 
—Notwithstanding, every way, whether 
in pretence, or in truth, Christ is 
preached; and I therein do rejoice 
(Phil. 1:18). During the persecution of 
Protestants in Colombia, a missionary 
was obliged to flee. Left behind were 
four phonographs and a hundred rec- 
ords, put out by the Gospel Recordings, 
Inc. A year later he learned that the 
soldiers there stationed. had used them 
daily and were still doing so. “Not- 
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withstanding, every way, . . . Christ is 
preached.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs, M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Her Callouses Explained.—This shall 
turn to my salvation through your 
prayer (Phil. 1:19). Miss Ella Thoma 
lived in New Jersey and was the last 
of a large family to occupy the family 
homestead. Shortly before her death, 
she was obliged to enter the hospital 
and undergo a major operation. The 
physician who examined her could not 
account for heavy callouses on her 
knees. How had this hardened skin 
come about in such an unusual place? 
At first she wag reluctant to discuss 
the matter, but, when pressed to give 
an explanation, she finally admitted that 
itthad been her custom to spend a great 
deal of time on her knees, at prayer. 
What a moving picture this is of this 
dear child of God so constantly kneel- 
ing before Him in_ supplication for 
others that she bore the mark of her 
earnest pleading upon her very body! 
—From Trusting and Toiling. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. ; 


“I Could Not Do Without Thee.”—In 
nothing I shall be ashamed, but that 
with all boldness, as always, so now 
also Christ shall be magnified in my 
body, whether it be by life or by death 
(Phil. 1:20). 


I could not do without Thee; 
I cannot stand alone, 

I have no strength or goodness, 
No wisdom of my own; 

But Thou, beloved Saviour, 
Art all in all to me; 

And weakness will be power, 
¥ leaning hard on Thee. 


I could not do without Thee; 
For, oh, the way is long! 
And I am often weary, 
And sigh replaces song. 
How could I do without Thee? 
I do not know the way, 
Thou knowest and Thou leadest 
And wilt not let me stray. 
—From the Log of the Good Ship Grace. 
Author not given. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 895) 

1. Silas (Acts 15:40; 16:19). 

2. They supported him financially, 
sending gifts to him repeatedly (Phil 
4:15, 16). 

3. Rome. 

4. He was a prisoner, chained to a 
Ronmian guard, although in his own hired 
house, 

5. Timothy (1:1). 

6. To thank them for their most re- 
cent gift (4:10, 18). 

7. Epaphroditus, who had brought 
their gift (2:25-30). 


~~ 
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8. The members of the imperial guard, 
who were on duty to guard him, were 
the objects of his witness (1:13, A.S.V.). 


9. It stirred them to bolder witness- 
ing (1:14). 

10. He rejoiced that Christ was being 
proclaimed, despite the unworthy mo- 
tive (1:18). ‘ 

ELMuurSsT, ILL. 

4 


Children at Home 
A Doll for the Christmas Box 


Founded on fact 
By Esther O. Smith 


IRIAM sat on a stool by the kitchen 

table and watched her mother as 
she cut out the cookies and carefully 
placed them on the cooky sheet. 

“Christmas cookies in November. That 
seems strange, Mother,” Miriam re- 
marked. 

“Not too strange, Miriam,” her mother 
replied. “You see, the Women’s Society 
is having its Christmas program and 
party tonight over in the Sunday school 
room.” 

“Why do you have your Christmas 
program in November?” asked Miriam. 

“Don’t you remember?” her mother 
asked. “We do this each year. Our 
denomination has a number of churches 
among the Negroes of South Carolina. 
That is where a large part of our home 
missionary work is done.” 

Mrs. Stewart placed the mixing bowl 
in the sink and ‘then she continued: 
“The ministers of most of the churches 
are poorly paid. The congregations just 
aren’t able to pay them adequate sal- 
aries. We try to help them in various 
ways. Each year some of the churches 
up in this part of the country take cer- 
tain ministers’ families and send them 
Christmas boxes, We have to have them 
ready to send early in December to be 
sure that the box will be received be- 
fore Christmas,” 

Miriam nodded her head. “TI see, 
Mother,” she said. 

“It gives us great pleasure to remem- 
ber others at Christmas,” said her 
mother. “We realize that there is need 
and we send the gifts, not as charity, 
but because we love the Lord Jesus.” 

Miriam looked thoughtful for a mo- 
ment and then she said, “Tell me about 
the family you have this year, Mother.” 

“We have the Haines family,” Mrs. 
Stewart said, “Mr. and Mrs, Haines and 
their eight-year-old daughter, Alice. 
There is a new member in the family 
this year. His name is Larry and he is 
five years old. Larry is an orphan and 
the Haines family have taken him into 
their home.” j 

Mrs. Stewart opened the oven door 
and took out a large pan of cookies. 

“You should see the friction truck 
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that we have fof Larry. I think he'll 
like it very_ much.” 

“What do you have for Alice?” asked 
Miriam. She hoped that her mother 
would say the present for Alice was 
a doll, 

“A very pretty dress,” answered her 
mother, 

“A dress—well, that is a nice present,” 
Miriam thought. A little girl always 
likes a new dress. But she wondered 
if Alice wanted a doll. That is what 
Miriam hoped she would get for Christ- 
mas, the pretty doll in the window of 
Green’s store. Oh, how much she 
wanted that doll! But she mustn't think 
too much about the doll she wanted. 
She must think about the little girl in 
South Carolina. Perhaps she wanted a 
doll, too. 

Miriam heard the front door open 
and she said, “That must be Daddy.” 

“He has been down to the hospital 
to see Tommy Barnes,” her mother re- 
marked. “I do hope that child is better.” 

“Tommy is much better,” Mr. Stew- 
art, the rector of Grace Church said, 
as he came to the kitchen door. “The 
nurse said that he may be able to go 
home next week.” 

“I am very happy to hear that, dear,” 
said Mrs. Stewart. “Well, I must go 
over to the meeting. If you should have 
to go out, bring Miriam over to the 
Sunday school room.” 

“I don’t think that will be necessary. 
I hope I'll have a nice; quiet evening at 
home.” 

Miriam took her school books and 
went up to her room. She placed the 
books on her desk and then she reached 
for her bank. Perhaps she had enough 
money in her bank to buy a doll for 
Alice. She didn’t think. that she had 
enough money to buy a doll like the 
one in Green’s window. But she hoped 
that she had money to buy a doll that 
Alice would like, 

She emptied the contents of her bank 
on the top of the desk. “Too many 
pennies,” she thought. Miriam started 
to count the money. There was just 
one dollar and twenty-seven’ cents. 
That wasn’t enough money to buy a 
very nice doll. What could she do? 
She wanted Alice to have a doll for 
Christmas. Suddenly she had an idea 
and she quickly opened her closet door. 
There were her two dolls on a low shelf. 
Both dolls were dressed in pretty clean 
dresses. One doll looked almost new 
but the doll with the yellow hair looked 
“the worse for wear.” 

Miriam took the dolls from the shelf 
and looked at each one. “I have two 
dolls,” she said. “Daddy says we should 
share what we have with others, so I 
Suppose that I should send one of my 
dolls to Alice.” 

She held out the doJjl with, the yellow 
hair and said in a low voice, “I. could 
send you to Alice.” 

But somehow she didn’t feel just right 


. 
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about that, She remembered what the 
teacher in Junior Church had said last 
Sunday. “When we give to others we 
should give as though we were giving 
to Jesus Himself. We would give the 
Lord Jesus our best things, not the old 
ones.” Miriam took the pretty doll with 
long brown curls in her arms. “If I 
give a doll to Alice it will have to be 
you, Susan,” she said. 

Then she thought, “Suppose I give 
you away and don’t get the doll that 
I want for Christmas.” 

There was a struggle 
heart for a few minutes. She looked at 
Susan. Such a pretty doll would cer- 
tainly make that little girl in South 
Carolina very happy. Then Miriam re- 
alized just what she wanted to do, 

“Come on, Susan,” Miriam said, and 
with the doll in her arms, she ran down 
the stairs. Her father was seated in 
a large armchair by the fireplace. Mir- 
iam held out her doll and said some- 
thing to her father in a low voice. He 
leoked at her for a moment and then 
nodded his head, 

“T’ll be back in a few minutes,” Miriam 
called as she went out the door. 

Miriam entered the back door of the 
Sunday school room and when she stood 
at the top of the three steps that led 
down into the main room, the ladies 
were singing, 8 
“I bring, I bring rich gifts to thee, 

What hast thou brought to me?” 

Miriam saw the large box filled with 
packages tied with gay ribbons. She 
walked over to her mother and placing 
Susan in her mother’s lap, she said in 
a low voice, “I want to send my doll 
to the little girl in South Carolina, 
Mother.” f 

Mrs. Stewart put her arm around her 
daughter and drew her close to her side. 

“That is a lovely thing to do, Miriam. 
Are you sure that you want to give 
Susan away? She is your best doll, 
you know.” 

“Yes, Mother, I’m sure. That little 
girl may not get a doll for Christmas 
unless I send her mine.” 

“Well, then, suppose you help me 
wrap Susan in this pretty paper.” 

It was a tight squeeze, but they put 
Susan in the box and stuffed paper 
around her to protect her. 

The next day, when Miriam came 
home for lunch, she found a letter from 


in Miriam’s 
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her grandmother waiting for her. 
Grandmother wrote such nice letters 
and Miriam always enjoyed receiving 
them. When she opened the letter, out 
fell a five-dollar bill. Miriam’s eyes 
opened wide. She had never had so 
much money. Then she read, “Your 
grandfather and I will not be able to 
come East for Christmas as we had 
planned. We are sending you this money 
and we want you to buy your own 
Christmas present, something that you 
want very much.” 

“Oh, Mother, may I?” asked Miriam. 

“May you what?” inquired her mother. 

“May I buy that dol] in Green’s win- 
dow?” 

“Well, that is just what Grandmother 
said to do,” replied her mother. “Buy 
something that you want very much.” 

The week after Christmas a letter was 
received from William Haines thank- 


Sibhles We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 
Write f talog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to ft. OW t S. 113 Mela, Membure, New York. 


SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God's work goes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought for 
salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. 
Rev. F. V. Dabold 
- Director 


A Faith Work Founder 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 

















SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let hm Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 


Bible school, day and oie classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














4A New Novel ty FRANCENA ARNOLD 


A BROTHER ae MY WILL” 


It’s different! An unusual Chris- 
tian novel—without the cus- 
tomary maudlin triangle. 


$2.95 at your Christian bookstore 
MOODY PRESS 220 N. toSelle Street © Chicago 10, iil. 
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ing the Women’s Society for the won- 
derful Christmas box which had been 
sent to his family. 

The letter read: “Our children would 
have had a sad Christmas had it not 
been for your kindness in sending -.us 
such lovely presents. My wife says 
she is the happiest woman in South 
Carolina. Larry is pleased with his 
gifts. I have never seen Alice so de- 
lighted as she was when she opened 
the package and found the pretty doll. 
She wanted a doll very much, but we 
were not able to get one for her. My 
mother has been in the hospital for 
three weeks, and I have taken the re- 
sponsibility of her expenses. The day 
before Christmas my sister was taken 
to the hospital and it is necessary that 
I help her financially. So you will un- 
derstand that without the box you sent 
we would have had no Christmas gifts. 
Yours in Christ, William Haines.” 

Miriam looked up when her mother 
finished reading the letter. Her dark 
eyes shone and she had a warm, happy 
feeling in her heart. She was so glad 
that she had sent the doll to Alice.. She 
realized that, by doing so, she had 
helped to give the little girl in South 
Carolina a very happy Christmas, 


HAvRE DE GRACE, MD. 
we 


The Fifth '.\7.C.F. 
Missionary Convention 


HE Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 

ship is planning to hold its fifth tri- 
ennial international missionary conven- 
tion at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana, Ill., December 27-31. 

General Secretary C. Stacey Woods 
says I.V.C.F. is praying for 2,500 stu- 
dents from the United States, Canada, 
and overseas to attend. Missionary 
leaders from more than sixty boards 
also will take part. 

Many former Inter-Varsity students, 
now on the foreign field, trace their 
call to missionary service to previous 
conventions, the first of which was held 
at Toronto and the others since then at 
Urbana, Ill. 

The main speakers include four from 
the United States: Dr. Bjlly Graham; 
Dr. Harold J. Ockenga of Boston’s Park 
Street Church; Dr. Donald Grey Barn- 
house, Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia; and Dr. Kenneth Strachan, 
general director of the Latin America 
Mission. 

’ From overseas : will come Dr. Masumi 
Toyotome of the International Chris- 
tian University, Tokyo, and the Rev. 
Israel Garcia, Latin American evange- 
list. Christian international students 


will represent the needs of their coun- 
tries at the convention. 

The theme of this year’s oitetna is, 
“One Lord—One Church—One World.” 
The program includes Bible exposition 
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by Dr. Barnhouse, vocational and area 
seminars, Bible study discussion groups, 
messages on the spread of the Gospel 
and the establishment of the church by 
Dr. Strachan and the Rev, Garcia, and 
addresses. on the convention theme by 
Drs. Ockenga, Toyotome, and Graham. 
Further information may be obtained 
from the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship, 1519 North Astor, Chicago 10, 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1958 


AVE you discovered what a valuable 

tool THe Sunpay Scxoot Trmes In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson List can be 
in your class or school? The list of 1958 
lessons is now ready. Many superin- 
tendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil] can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
When used in the regular Sunday school 
sessions instead of lesson leaflets, they 
may stimulate pupils to use the Bible 
itself rather than printed excerpts from 
it. Some superintendents find the list 
convenient to hand to substitute teach- 
ers as a guide for their lesson prepara- 
tion. 

The #958 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture feferences and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1958 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and 
forgetful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times wae. 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, 


ve 
With the New Books 


"Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times k 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Ph 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Oakleigh Towers. By Hubert C. 
Sterry. (Victory Press, Clapham Cres- 
cent, London S.W. 4, Eng., 5/6 post- 
paid.) Someone had _ stolen’ the 
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Knighton Mission Furfd, and the finger 
of suspicion was pointed at Keith 
Forder. Keith and his friend, Bryan 
Andrews, both outstanding Christians 
and athletes, were the first scholarship 
students to be admitted to Oakleigh 
Towers, an exclusive English boys’ 
preparatory school. And they were 
trying their best, not only to show 
themselves worthy of this honor, but 
to be effective witnesses for Christ, How 
Keith is completely cleared of the 
charge against him and becomes the 
hero of the school is told in an excit- 
ing and swiftly moving plot. The back- 
ground and language of the book give 
it a distinctly British flavor, and boys 
who are interested in Rugby (British 
football) and cricket will enjoy espe- 
cially the graphic descriptions of those 
games. 


Elf of Southernwood. By Florence 
Foster. (Victory Press, Clapham Cres- 
cent, London, S.W. 4; 4/4 postpaid.) 
Sheila was not an elf, and she did not 
belong at Southernwood, an unoccupied 
estate owned by the Denholmes. But 
because she loved to visit the caretaker, 
Old Jake, and explore all the mysteries 


and wonders of the place, including the 


secret cove, she spent much of her time 
there. When Mrs, Denholme returns 
to Southernwood with her grandson, 
Peter, Sheila fears that her adventures 
will come to an end. But Peter finds 
her playing in the woods one day and 
names her Elf, and from that time on 
they are constant companions, With occa- 
sional glimpses of the activities of Peter’s 
missionary parents in Africa, the author 
has woven an absorbing tale of rural 
England, which will not only delight 
girls ten to fourteen but also encour- 
age them in their Christian lives, 


Safeguarding Our Communion 
(Continued from second page) 


6:4-10 and 11:23-28 to know how full 
of ups and downs, perplexities and pres- 
sures ‘Paul’s life was; but through it 
all the secret of his strength was com- 
munion with the Lord. And if we have 
discerned our text aright, we may see 
an instance of Paul’s seizing an oppor- 
tunity, or, we may almost say, making 
an opportunity to be alone with Him 
for a time in order to pour out his soul 
in prayer and be renewed in strength 
for the trials that lay before him. How 
is it with us? Sometimes I wonder if 
some of us would walk three blocks 
if we could get a ride. Perhaps that’s 
stretching it a little, but I know of men 
like that. We are always in such a 
hurry. And then, even if we did walk, 
our thoughts would be on many things 
and the qpportunity would slip past. 
“As thy servant was husy here and 
there, he [in our case, the opportunity] 
was gone” (1 Kings 20:40). So it is 
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all too frequently, we must sorrowfully 
confess, with ourselves. May tne Lord 
help us to make use of our opportuni- 
ties, or even to make them as this inci- 
dent suggests, and thus counteract the 
wear and tear that each hour of the 
day brings upon our spiritual life by 
renewing. our strength in His presence. 


SoLiTuDE IN A MULTITUDE 


We have considered the importance of 
times alone with the Lord. If possible 
the believer should have such a time 
at the beginning and also ‘at the close 
of the day, as well as be on the alert 
for other opportunities as we have seen. 
But what about the day itself, when we 
are in the crowd, in the office, at our 
work wherever it may be? What then? 
It is true that we cannot be thinking 
of the Lord every minute or having 
communion with Him all the time in 
the strictest sense of the word. And 
yet there can ever be a blessed sense 
of His smile, of being under His eye, 
of doing all in His name. But even 
during the busy day there can be now 
and then a quiet entering into His pres- 
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ence for a few moments, all unknown 
to those around us, and engaging 
silently in blessed converse with Him. ~ 

In Luke 24 we have that beautiful 
passage about the two who walked to 
Emmaus and how “Jesus himself drew 
near, and went with them” (v. 15). It 
has seemed to many of us as we have 
read it a beautiful, almost idyllic scene, 
just the two of them and the Lord that 
first resurrection day walking in the 
country toward the little village of Em- 
maus and talking of many things of 
deepest spiritual import, so that their 
hearts burned within them as they pon- 
dered the things that He spoke. I think 
it was Bishop Moule who pointed out 
that our idyllic picture is not quite cor- 
rect, for our Sunday was the first work 
day of the Jewish week; and, besides, 
there were upwards of a million Jews 
in the vicinity of Jerusalem at this 
Passover season of the year. The roads 
leading to and from Jerusalem were 
doubtless crowded with people coming 
and going, yet—and here is the precious 
lesson for us—the two moved through 
the throngs in blessed converse with 
the risen Lord. It can be so with us, 
beloved. May He stir our hearts to 
give attention to these things that they 
may be more and more our daily ex- 
perience, 


The following lines, written I believe 
by Amy Carmichael and quoted from 
memory, beautifully express the Chris- 
tian’s privilege. 

There is a viewless, cloistered room, 

As high as Heaven, as fair as day, 

Where, though my feet may join the 

throng, ’ 
My soul can enter in and pray; 
One hearkening even, cannot know 
When I have crossed the threshold o’er, 
For He alone who hears my prayer 
Has heard the shutting of the door. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lene, Jr. 


Sunday, December 1 
1. A Child Is Promised 
(Isa. 9:6; 53; Luke 1:26-35) 

Topics are Copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OR four weeks, through the Christ- 

mas season, our topics will be cen- 
tered on Christ, the Saviour of men, and 
the over-all theme will be “Joy ... 
the Lord is come,” taken from the well- 
beloved Christmas carol 

we 

This week, we are to consider the 
promises of His coming, which prom- 
ises were treasured by eveMy devout 
Jew of old, and were the source of 
comfort and strength in trial and exile 
and subjection under the heel of con- 
quering -armies that swept over their 
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land. Although the Jews as a nation 
had grievously sinned and had failed 
God in His purpose to make an exam- 
ple of them to the world as to what 
He would do for any nation that would 
obey and follow Him, He did not leave 
them desolate or cast them off forever. 
Still in the darkness gleamed the stars 
of the promises of the coming Saviour 
and King, through whom God’s right- 
eous government was yet to be estab- 
lished upon David's throne. 
se 

One important point to emphasize in 
discussing this week’s topic in your 
young people’s group is the fact that 
Christ’s coming for the first time was 
the fulfillment of God’s definite plan 
and purpose. Even before the world 
was formed, it was determined in the 
counsels of God that Christ should lay 
aside His glory and, in the fullness of 
time (Gal. 4:4), be born in the like- 
ness of men (Phil. 2:6, 7). 


God revealed to His Old Testament 
prophets the truths concerning the 
Coming One, but they did not always 
distinguish between His coming in 
humiliation and His coming as a con- 
quering King. And so we have in the 
Scriptures these two themes side by 
side, as in the portions from Isaiah as- 
signed for this topic. Here Christ's 
coming as a little child is coupled with 
His titles, “The everlasting Father,” 
“The mighty God,” “The Prince of 
Peace” (Isa. 9:6); and in Isaiah 53 this 
“mighty God” is seen as “despised and 
rejected of Men; a man of sorrows” (v. 
3). Likewise, in Isaiah 9:7 we learn 
that “of the increase of his government 
and peace there shal] be no end,” and 
that it will be established upon the 
throne of His father David. Yet in 
Isaiah 53 we see this Coming One as 
God’s servant, “cut off” and “stricken,” 
pouring “out his soul unto death,” and 
being “numbered with the transgres- 
sors” and making “his grave with the 
wicked.” 

oe 

And yet devout men and women in 
Israel understood God’s promises in a 
measure, and looked for and longed for 
the coming Redeemer. When the time 


‘came, they were given discernment to 


recognize Him, even as a Babe. Elisa- 
beth (Luke 1:41-45); Simeon (Luke 2: 
25-35); and Anna (Luke '2:36-38) were 
such ones. 

We who stand on this side of Calvary 
today have no excuse if we fail to see 
in Bethlehem’s Babe the mighty God, 
the suffering Saviqur, the Prince of 
Peace. As we ponder the perfection of 
God's plan in sending His Son as a little 
child, born in a stable yet heralded by 
angels and adored by the Wise Men, 
let us bow in reverence and thanksgiv- 
ing because this One who came in lowli- 





904 (16) * 


ness as the little child was also God’s 
marvelous provision for our redemption 
from sin, and will some day return as 
the conquering Lord and Prince of 
Peace to set up His righteous, everlast- 
ing Kingdom here on earth, and to put 
an end to wars and strife. - 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 25 to December 1 


Mon., Nov. 25.—Acts 16:11-15. 
Lydia Won for Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A certain 
woman named Lydia.” All we know 
about Lydia is recorded in this chap- 
ter of Acts. This businesswoman, the 
first convert in Macedonia, shows us 
in few words the method of grace. “O 
grace, it is thy choice to come into un- 
likely hearts!” The divine opening of 
hearts is something that we all need to 
be praying for in these days of formal 
religiousness. In these days we have 
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made so much of man in our labors 
that we havé overlooked our need for 
God who worketh all in all. (Read 
Matt. 11:25-27.) Pray for the great 
ministry of The Sunday School Times 
to God’s people in churches and Sun- 
day schools, 


Tues., Nov. 26.—Acts 16:16-24. 
Suffering for the Gospel. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Many stripes 

. cast ... into prison.” The Gospel 
advances best under persecution. Per- 
haps this is why so little impact is made 
upon the majority of people today. In 
our churches we are more or less at 
ease, and some of the words of the Lord 
to the churches of Asia seem to have 
an appropriate application to many of 
our churches today (Rev. 3:1, 15). We 
suffer little opposition in our time, un- 
doubtedly because we have too little 
holy zeal for God and souls. “All that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Tim, 3:12). Do 
yQu have scars? Pray for courage to 
suffer for righteOusness’ sake, as God 
wills, in witness and work. 


Wed., Nov. 27.—Acts 16:25-34. 
A Jailer Won for Christ. 


Prayer Succestions: “The keeper of 
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the prison awaking out of his sleep.” 
This heathen man had heard little of 
the Gospel, and probably much of even 
that little from reports. His conversion 
illustrates how quickly, under the min- 
istry of the Gospel presented by Spirit- 
filled witnesses, one can come out from 
heathenism or paganism into full faith 
in Christ. Study the divine and hu- 
man ministries in this striking conver- 
sion, and then begin praying for a 
gracious work of the Spirit of God in 
your community. Pray for a work of 
God in your own heart, in your home, 
church, and community. 


Thurs., Nov. 28.—Phil. 1:1-11. 
Paul’s Love for the Philippians, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I thank my God 
upon every remembrance of you.” 
When he thought of his visit and of 
past seasons of fellowship, Paul was 
overwhelmed with gratitude to God for 
these first fruits for Christ from Mace- 
donia,- There is nothing brings Heaven 
so near as God’s use of us in winning 
souls for the crucified Saviour. And 
love due to saving grace is love at its 
best. Pray that God will use you to 
win souls for your glorious Saviour, 


Fri., Nov. 29.—Phil. 1:12-21. 
Courageous Witnessing. 
PRAYER SvuGGcESTIONS: “The things 
which happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the 
gospel.” The shameful ill-treatment en- 
dured by Paul at Philippi reveals his 
courage for Christ and the smile of 
God upon him for enduring™it. Travail 
is fruitful‘when it is in the will of God. 
The need for boldness for Christ is one 
of the greatest for which Christians 
have need in our time (see Acts 4:29; 
with Phil. 1:20 and Eph. 6:19). Pray 
for holy courage for your Lord’s cause. 


Sat., Nov. 30.—Phil. 1:27-30. Stand. Fast. 

PRAYER SvucGcestTions: “Stand fast in 
one spirit, with one mind striving to- 
gether for the faith of the gospel.” Six 
times in the Epistles, God’s people are 
called upon to stand fast. Stand fast 
in the faith, in your liberty, spirit, in 
the Lord, and holding on. Are you on 
solid ground and bound to Christ in 
indissoluble bonds? Hold fast to that 
which is God, and stand fast in the faith. 
Pray for grace whereby you may serve 
God faithfully. 


Sun., Dec. 1—Phil. 2:25-30. 
A Fearless Friend. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Epaphro- 
ditus.” For the sake,of the work of 
the Lord this man was near to death, 
Paul’s commendaticn was God’s 


praise, for his name has come down 
to all believers in, God’s Book. Do 
your best for Jesus, and think only 
of His praise, and your labor will not 
be in vain in the Lord, Pray for the 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 
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